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Editorial  

Welcome to the fourth issue of Agora, and the first issue of the year.  The latest addition to 

ASA’s executive was the election of the new PRO; Maria Angela Vassallo, the one writing 

this editorial. I would like to thank the executive for the warm welcome they gave me in ASA 

and I would like to thank them for the hard work they have been doing throughout the last 

three years and I hope that I’ll be able to contribute to this organisation as much as they did. 

 

First of all, we have a word from our president Annalise Agius about ASA’s work in a general 

way. In the next article we explore ASA in a more profound manner to provide information 

to fellow Art’s students so that they know more about our organisation and that we are 

always there if the need arises and we also see who ASA’s current executive is. 

 

One of the articles is about ASA’s EU careers project were we explore what this project was 

and how students benefited from it. In this issue of Agora we asked ex-ASA members to talk 

to us about their experience in ASA and how this affected them and we also take a look at 

ASA’s past events. 

 

Last but not least I would like to thank those who are reading this magazine as well as the 

rest of the executive for all the hard work they put in compiling this magazine together. I 

wish you a year full of endless possibilities and of opportunities, and good luck with your 

studies. 

 

The Editor 
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A Word from the President 

 

This is the 1st issue of Agora, The Arts Students’ Association Publication for this Academic 

Year 2012 – 2013.  ASA has been founded in October 2009, and has since then been kept 

alive with various activities for and from the students on and off Campus.  

 

ASA does its utmost to be of service for students, in fact in the past years we have dealt with 

a variety of issues that concern Faculty of Arts Students. An issue that the organisation has 

at heart is employment. In Fact in the past 2 years ASA has worked very hard to raise 

awareness about employment opportunities that a B.A degree brings along. 

 

Later on this year we plan to organise various activities of both social and academic nature. 

This issue of Agora was printed thanks to the Youth in Action funding; this funding was used 

for a project to raise more awareness about EU Careers for Faculty of Arts Students. 

 

Finally I would like to thank ASA Executive Term 2011 – 2012 and Term 2012 – 2013 for 

making this project and this publication possible, for working whole heartedly towards this 

project and also other organisations, individuals and departments who have worked with us 

during the past years. 

  

Annalise Agius 
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ASA – Who are we? 
 

Many of you might have heard about us. ASA, aah yes that student organisation, that 

ummm?! But do you know who we are? First of all I would like to introduce you to ASA – the 

Arts Students’ Association, the student organisation responsible of representing Faculty of 

Arts Students within University.   

What does this mean? A lot. It means that if any problem arises within your  B.A. course, 

and you feel that it is a bit too much of a burden for you to deal with it on your own, you 

can find us  ( via e-mail or Facebook or personally) and tell us what kind of help you need.  

We promise that we will do our best to help.  We have already dealt with many different 

problems and also guided several students in what deemed to be very difficult, but together 

with the Faculty of Arts Student representatives such issues have been tackled well in the 

past and we hope that this continues in both the present and future. 

What are our aims?  

Well, according to the statute: 
 

-  ASA shall endeavour to act as a representative, work for the interests of all its 
members and to provide a platform of expression to the said members  

- ASA shall promote the contemporary relevance of the Humanities in all spheres  
- ASA shall endeavour to instil a culture of participation in all its members  
- ASA shall endeavour to develop communication and cooperation between all its 

members  
- ASA shall develop links with other societies and entities, locally and internationally, 

particularly ones that are student-based. 

 

In simple terms all this means is, that we are here to represent students and promote the 

Faculty of Arts, and encourage student participation both on and off campus.  We also try to 

keep contact with other student organisations both those departmental student 

organisations which fall under the Faculty of Arts and also others.   

The executive tries very hard to maintain contact with students by organising various 

activities both on and off campus, so that different students have the opportunity to meet.  

To keep yourself up to date with our activities follow us on:  

https://www.facebook.com/ArtsStudentsAssociation 

 

or email us on: 

asa.executive@gmail.com  
P.S This is our logo – where you 

see this, it is us! 

https://www.facebook.com/ArtsStudentsAssociation
mailto:asa.executive@gmail.com
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ASA Executive 2012 – 2013

Annalise Agius 

B.A (Hons.) Archaeology 

President 

 

Maria Angela Vassallo 

M.A Translation  

Public Relations Officer - PRO 

Elizabeth Micallef 

B.A English and Geography 

Assistant Secretary General 

Jan Lucas Zehlicke 

M.A Translation 

Members Coordinator 

Post Graduate Faculty of Arts              

Student Representative 

Kay Mallia 

B.A (Hons.) Archaeology 

Secretary General 

 

Karl Cachia 

B.A (Hons.) Archaeology 

Financial Officer 

Under Graduate Faculty of 

Arts Student 

Representative 

 

Luke Brightwell 

B.A (Hons.) Archaeology 

International Officer 

 

Christian Mallia 

B.A Italian and Sociology 

Events Coordinator 

Student Representative 

on Senate 

Karl Micallef 

B.A (Hons) Geography 

Academic Officer 

Under Graduate Faculty of 

Arts Student Representative 

F 
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ASA EU CAREERS PROJECT- How it all started. 

 

ASA had been going to various meetings 

organised by KSU, MUESAC and EUPA with 

regards funding.  As an executive we 

started thinking on how ASA and Faculty of 

Arts students can benefit from these funds.  

ASA applied for the Youth in Action Funds, 

and succeeded in getting the full amount of 

€5200. 

 

What was the Project? 

 

The Project is called ASA EU Careers Project, 

and was divided into three parts.  The purpose 

of the project was to raise awareness amongst 

Faculty of Arts Students about job opportunities 

that they can find within the European Union 

and also in Malta.   

 

The first part of this project was ASA Arts on 

Campus held between the 15th and 17th October 

at the University Quadrangle, where various    

Faculty of Arts Departments and Student Organisations participated. 

Many of these Departments and Student 

Organisations organised a talk where 

lecturers or former students explained 

how Faculty of Arts students obtain a set 

of transferable skills during the three 

year course of their Degree, and that 

although many may not find employment 

related to the area that they have studied 

at University, many have found 

employment in different sectors, which 

they never thought was possible.   
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ASA EU Careers Seminar was the second part of 

the project. The seminar was held between the 

19th and 21st October in a cluster of farmhouses 

in San Lawrenz, Gozo.  During these three days 

the participants had the opportunity to 

discover more about job opportunities in the 

EU.  This was done in Collaboration with 

Christopher Scicluna – the EU Careers for 

Ambassador Malta and YEP (Youth 

Employment Programme). 
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The third part of this project is this issue of Agora.  One can find information about the 

Organisation, this Project and much more.  This project was quite time consuming but it has 

been a fruitful one.  As ASA we are very happy with the outcomes and would like to thank 

the following Organisations and Departments for taking part in this activity: 

 

- The Dean of Faculty of Arts Prof. Dominic Fenech  

- Department of Classics and Archaeology 

- Students’ Sociology Association (SSA) 

- Malta International Relations Student Association (MIRSA)  

- Students’ Philosophical Society (SPS) 

- Department of Italian 

- Department of Translation and Interpretation Studies 

- Department of Spanish and Latin American Studies 

- Għaqda tal-Malti – Universita’ 

- Department of Anthropological Sciences 

- Department of Linguistics 

- History of Art Student Association (HoASA) 

- Department of History 

- Christopher Scicluna – EU Careers Ambassador Malta 

- YEP (Youth Employment Programme) Malta 

 

We would also like to thank for guiding us throughout the project: 

 

- EUPA, especially our Project Officer, Mr.Kevin Apap 

- MUESAC 
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Getting Involved 
 

Graziana Agius  

 Membru fl-eżekuttiv bejn 2009 - 2012 

L-esperjenza tiegħi fl-ASA kienet waħda li ħadt ħafna minnha. Fl-ASA jien 

servejt żewġ karigi: ta’ Publications Officer u ta’ Assistant Secretary 

General. Dawn iż-żewġ karigi għallmuni ħafna u tawni ħafna esperjenza fejn 

jidħol xogħol fi ħdan eżekuttiv. Ma jistax jonqos ovvjament li għalkemm 

kelli dawn il-karigi, għent f'affarijiet oħra bħal m'għamlu l-membri l-oħra 

kollha fejn kien hemm bzonn u dik tfisser għaqda bħala tim wiehed.  Nista’ 

ngħid li l-ASA tagħtni ħafna esperjenza siewja wkoll għal meta niġi biex naħdem speċjalment 

jekk inkun f'xi ezekuttiv ieħor iktar ‘il quddiem. L-ASA tagħtni esperjenza siewja wkoll bħala 

studenta universitarja għal waqt dan iż-żmien tal-Università. Li tkun f'organizzazzjoni, jservi biex 

tipparteċipa iktar fil-ħajja studenteska u tagħti l-kontribut tiegħek bħala individwu biex tgħin lil 

studenti sħabek oħra. Apparti minn hekk li tkun f'organizazzjoni tgħinek ukoll b'mod personali 

għat-tisħiħ tal-karattru. Lili personalment għenitni wkoll għax bis-saħħa tal-parteċipazzjoni tiegħi 

fl-ASA, skoprejt talenti u ħiliet ġodda. Li tkun f'organizzazzjoni bħall-ASA hija xi ħaġa sabiħa u li 

nirrakomandaha. Il-ħajja ta' student jew studenta ssir aktar kompleta u ma tattendix l-Università 

sempliċiment għal-lekċers, iżda tkun qed tagħmel l-esperjenza universitarja tiegħek wahda ferm 

iktar interessanti. 

 

Karl Littlejohn  

President ta’ l-ASA 2010 – 2011, Membru fl-ezekuttiv bejn 2009 - 2012 

Fil-ħajja f' kull ħaġa li tagħmel għandha tittiehed b' esperjenza. 

M' hemmx sitwazzjonijiet fejn għandu jiddispjaċik għal dak li 

għamilt. L-ASA waħda minnhom. L-esperjenza tiegħi fl-ASA bdiet 

fis-sena 2009. Minn dakinhar 'il quddiem jien flimkien ma' sħabi 

bnejna għaqda li għadha magħna sal-lum, u li frankament dejjem 

qed iżżid fil-popolarità u l-ħidma tagħha. Iktar ma jgħaddi żmien 

iktar nikkonferma li l-ASA mhux sempliċiment għaqda li tgħaqqad 

l-istudenti tal-fakultà tal-arti, imma wkoll għaqda li għandha 

għanijiet oħra fosthom; it-tkattir ta' kuxjenza fuq l-istudji 

umanistiċi, mhux biss fl-università iżda wkoll fuq livell nazzjonali, u kuxjenza aktar vasta tal-

għanijiet vera studenteski. 

L-ASA irnexxilha tnissel fija din il-kuxjenza u kompliet tiżvilluppa l-ħiliet tiegħi f'dan il-qasam. 

Għaqdiet tal-istudenti dejjem jgħinu lill-istudent billi jtuh esperjenzi ġodda, jiltaqa' ma' nies 

differenti u b'hekk jitgħallem id-diversi kwalitajiet li hawn fis-soċjetà tagħna. 
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Kyle Vella 

ASA Executive Member 2009 - 2012 

 

When I first became a member of the ASA executive committee, I 

could have never imagined how important that decision would be to 

my life. The three years as part of this ever-changing team, enabled 

me to grow personally and professionally, whilst working with the 

aim of getting closer to the objectives posed in the statute of the 

organisation. I strove to apply all my skills in the process, but looking back I realise that the 

skills I gained from the experience outweigh anything which I gave back. It was certainly the 

ideal way to enrich my academic studies at university with a practical, hands-on, exposure 

to a real-life organisational setting, and I definitely recommend it to any Faculty of Arts 

student who wants to really experience university life in all its aspects. 

 

 

Rosann Grech 

ASA Executive Member 2010 – 2011 

 

Being a member of the Art Students’ Association, has showed me 

what opportunities a University student can experience; rather than 

attending only to lectures. Meeting new people, organizing activities 

and making new contacts is fun as being involved in a student 

organization adds important colour to your campus life. By this 

experience, I have learned how to work with other university 

students in a team work and with common goals keep up an 

organisation going; this was highly beneficial when later I entered 

the world of work. Being part of ASA is an experience which I will never forget!!!  
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Past Events 
 

During 2011 and 2012 there were various events that ASA created and participated in.   

These events varied from purely academic events to social events. 

 

One of the biggest questions that Art students ask is what will one’s job be after graduation. 

To cater for this question an event in 2011 called the Arts Students Career Seminar was 

done where Art students came for this weekend seminar to get to know how to increase 

their chance to get a job by improving their Curriculum Vitae and also improve their 

performance during a job interview. This seminar was done by the help of YEP. Also in 2012 

we continued to work on this subject when we created Arts’ Week (further information on 

this event is given in page 6 - 8). 

 

ASA also tries to deal with current affairs and the debate, Mission (Im)possible: A Talk on 

Migrant Integration, was done to tackle the issue of the differences in cultures of the Malta 

as a receiving country and the migrants themselves. This event was done in collaboration 

with other University students’ organization such as MIRSA. Another event that dealt with 

current affairs was Il-Parteċipazzjoni taż-Żgħażagħ f' Demokrazija. This event was done in 

light of the Local Councils Election in March 2012. The main issue dealt in this debate was 

the lack of involvement by the younger generation in politics. Various lectures and electoral 

candidates participated in the debate. 

 

We as ASA think that one of the main problems for this organisation is that only a few 

University students know about us. A week-long event to tackle this problem, ASA let’s hear 

from you, was done. In this week ASA met several Arts students and got to know what they 

expect from us as the sole faculty organisation that represents them. In my opinion this 

event was a success since we got to know students that did not know that ASA existed and 

therefore the scope of this event was reached. 

 

Valentine's Day with ASA and MMSA and Summer Beach Bash were two social events that 

were done during 2012 where we worked together with various organisation to make 

University more fun for our members. Such events also helps us to get know other students 

from other Faculties within the University. 

 

In conclusion one can say that during this term, ASA worked a lot to create event to cater 

for all of its members. Sometimes it was a shame that only a few students participated in 

these events and we do hope that in the upcoming year students involve themselves more 

in the events done by ASA. 
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ASA Activities in the past few years. 



 

 

 


